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THE COMMUNICON

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. Luke 4:1-2

Lent is often seen as a time for reflection and
self-chastening penitential fasting. We give up
stuff we like to make ourselves uncomfortable. We
move into the unknown. It is like being in a
wilderness.

In scripture, a wilderness is a place where all
things are different, a place where the familiar
landmarks are gone. Jesus was tempted in the
wilderness; the Israelites wandered in the
wilderness after the escape from Egypt. The
symbolism of a wilderness goes beyond the mountain where Jesus was tempted for 40 days or
the desert where the Israelites wandered for 40 years; a wilderness is any place where we feel
like our surroundings are unfamiliar, a place where we might feel uncomfortable.

As we look around at today’s world, many of the familiar things we took for granted have
changed. Markets are unstable; jobs are in question; energy prices move like yo-yos; global
climate issues threaten our future; and our nation is nearly unrecognizable. We might look
back fondly on the good old days when things were perfect. We want to get out of this
wilderness.

I don’t know about you, but my glasses are not strong enough to make the good old days look
perfect! The good old days were not always good. The good old days had ups and downs.

We have made it through the wilderness before. We have faced challenges and survived. What
can we do in the wilderness? We can grow, become stronger, and find new blessings. That is
how the good old days became good, and someday we may look back on 2026 with nostalgia
and remember these days as the good old days.

Lent is a good time to reflect on life with some clarity and remember that all of life is a
blessing; every day can be a gift.

See you in Church.
Bob




Worship Schedule
10 AM Sundays

March 1- Second Sunday in Lent
John 3:1-17
Sermon: Saving Grace

March 8 - Third Sunday in Lent
John 4:5-42
Sermon: Preach Sister

March 15 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
John 9:1-41
Sermon: Interrogated

March 22 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
John 11:1-45
Sermon: Walk in the Light

March 29 - Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Sermon: Clearing a Path

Pastor Bob's Sunday sermons can be emailed
or sent by regular mail at your request.
Please contact the office if you are intferested.
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Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 8, 2026
at 2:00 a.m.

Set clocks forward 1 hour.

PLeAase Keer IN Your PRAYERS

Many people feel supported and blessed by
our continuing prayers. Please remember to
keep the following people in your prayers:

Beth S.
Bob F.
Debbie H.
Debi
Ed
Emily
Ginny
Jo
Katherine, friend of Carele
Kathleen
Lindseigh
Sarah L. and family, friends of Kathy S.
Shirlee
Ted S.
Vicki
Walker
...all those with hidden sorrows or challenges
and everyone in our church community.

To add or delete names from this ongoing prayer
list, please contact the office at 603-924-3272 or
office@uccpeterborough.org.

To make a prayer request for the weekly worship
bulletin, please contact the office by Wednesday.
Thank you!

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82609242815

Services are being offered both
in person and online via Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/peterboroughucc
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10 am WORSHIP

11:15 am Community
Conversations (C)

2nd Sunday in Lent

MON

5:30 pm Monday Night
Supper (FH, K)

3

8:30 am Staff Meeting (P)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

4:30 pm Diaconate (Z)

6:30 pm AA Step Study (P)

WED

Easter Flowers 4

Order Form due!

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)|

12:30 pm Worksource

Basketball (FH)

4 pm Maintenance
Committee (P)

6:30 pm Bible Study (Z)

7 pm Monadnock Chorus
(FH)

8:30 am WIC/SNHS (C, P)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bell Choir (S)
6:30 pm Youth Choir (U)
7 pm Senior Choir (S)

7 pm AA meeting (P)

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)

9:30 am Gentle Stretching
©

World Day
of Prayer

H, K

8

10 am WORSHIP
11:15 am Community
Conversations (C)

Girl Scout Sunday
3rd Sunday in Lent

5:30 pm Monday Night
Supper (FH, K)

10

8:30 am Worship Planning
P)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm AA Step Study (P)

11

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bible Study (Z)

7 pm Monadnock Chorus
(FH)

12

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bell Choir (S)
6:30 pm Youth Choir (U)
7 pm Senior Choir (S)

7 pm AA meeting (P)

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)
9:30 am Gentle Stretching
©

10 am WORSHIP

11:15 am Community
Conversations (C)

4th Sunday in Lent

16

1 pm Pastor Dawn (UCC
Wolfeboro) meeting (P)

5:30 pm Monday Night
Supper (FH, K)

% 17

3
Saint
Patrick’s
Day

8:30 am Staff Meeting (P)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

2 pm Sunshine Group (P)
6:30 pm AA Step Study (P)

18

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)|

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bible Study (Z)

7 pm Monadnock Chorus
Potluck (FH, K)

19

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

4pm Finance Committee(P)
6:30 pm Bell Choir (S)
6:30 pm Youth Choir (U)

7 pm Senior Choir (S)

7 pm AA meeting (P)

Q0L Articles Due! 20
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7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)
9:30 am Gentle Stretching
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21

5 pm Christian Service
Potluck, Dance Party, and
Project Linus Workshop
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10 am WORSHIP

11:15 am Community
Conversations (C)

5th Sunday in Lent

23

5:30 pm Monday Night
Supper (FH, K)

6:45 pm Council (P)

24

8:30 am Worship Planning
(P)

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm AA Step Study (P)

25

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)|

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bible Study (2)

7 pm Monadnock Chorus
(FH)

26

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm Bell Choir (S)
6:30 pm Youth Choir (U)
7 pm Senior Choir (S)

7 pm AA meeting (P)

RI
27

7:30 am Bone Builders (FH)
9:30 am Gentle Stretching
©

28

29

10 am WORSHIP

30

5:30 pm Monday Night
Supper (FH, K)

31

12:30 pm Worksource
Basketball (FH)

6:30 pm AA Step Study (P)

Key:

C = Chapel FH =

Fellowship Hall

K=

Kitchen

N = Nursery OS = Off-site P = Parlor
S = Sanctuary U = Upstairs Z = Zoom

Calendar is subject to change.
For updates please visit:
https://www.uccpeterborough.org/calendar-of-events
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3 Cheri Fry; 4 Brian Lefko; 5 Michael Foote; 9 Nancy Purinton; 12 Keith Matthews;

13 Geoff Frank; 19 Ethan Chui; 20 Carol Crocker; 23 Suzanne Lamport
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https://www.uccpeterborough.org/calendar-of-events

Christian Service Happenings

Service Potluck Update!

We will gather on Saturday, March 215t

at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This event will
have something for everyone! There will be
food to share, projects to work on, and music to
dance to. There will be an area set up for cut-
ting fleece for blankets for Project Linus. There
will be another area set up with the donated
supplies for the Church World Service Hygiene
Kits so we can assemble the kits (see below for
more details). After sharing food and working
on the projects, there will be dancing! We hope
to have as many church members and church
friends as possible to share in the fun and be
together. The sign-up sheet is in the hallway.

3) gt/

Dance S/ wtty

What are the Church World Service Hygiene Kits?

For the past few years, our church has donated items that are compiled into kits to be sent to
people in need, following disaster or displacement. Last year we donated 50 completed kits!
Christian Service will provide a large box in the hallway next to the bench where folks can
drop off items (see list below). At our service potluck, there will be an assembly line with all

of the items to be packed into bags and donated.

Each kit contains the following NEW, UNUSED items:

e One washcloth

e One toothbrush (keep in original packaging)

e One fingernail or toenail clipper (remove packaging)

e One bath-size bar of soap (keep in original packaging)

e One travel-size deodorant stick (3.4 oz. or less, non-aerosol)

e One travel-size lotion (3.4 oz. or less, fragrance-free, new only)

e One travel-size shampoo (3.4 oz. or less, new only)

e One travel-size toothpaste (3.4 oz. or less, with at least 1-year expiration)
e One sturdy, WIDE tooth comb (minimum 6 inches; remove packaging)

Please donate what you are able! Please only donate NEW, UNUSED items and ensure there
are NO aerosols. This will ensure we are sending usable items to Church World Service.

Many thanks to all for the continued support of Christian Service!

Kimberly Marcum, on behalf of Christian Service



March 2

March 9

March 16

March 23

March 30

Monday Night Suppers

Menus subject to change.

MARCH MENUS

Soups
Tossed Salad
Bread
Dessert

Macaroni and Cheese
Broccoli Salad
Dessert

Roast Turkey
Coleslaw

Corn Casserole
Broccoli
Dessert

Sloppy Joes

Potato Chips

Carrot and Celery Sticks
Dessert

Grilled Cheese
Tomato Soup
Dessert

Carol Crocker




Super Bowl Subs in the Making

gl

Clayton
and Emily Burke




Before
& After

‘Worship

Irving

Clayton, Lily, Irving, Kim Marcum (in background)
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DEADLINE for April issue:
10 a.m., March 20
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